NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
AND PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS
In the Matter of the Applications of Xcel Energy and ITC Midwest LLC for a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit
for the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Transmission Line Project in South Central Minnesota
Docket Numbers: E002, ET-6675/CN 17-184 and E002, ET-6675/TL-17-185
The Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) has released the draft environmental impact statement (draft EIS) for the proposed
Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV transmission line project. The Department will conduct public information meetings at the following locations
and times to provide opportunities for public comment on the draft EIS:

Mankato

Delavan

Mapleton

Wednesday,
January 9, 2019

Thursday,
January 10, 2019

Thursday,
January 10, 2019

1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Courtyard by Marriott
901 Raintree Road
Mankato, MN 56001

1:00 p.m
Delavan High School Gym
300 2nd St.
Delavan, MN 56023

6:00 p.m.
Maple River High School
101 6th Ave. NE
Mapleton, MN 56065

Bad weather? To ﬁnd out if a meeting has been postponed
due to bad weather call 1-855-731-6208 or visit
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities. If any of the above-noted
meetings are cancelled due to bad weather, they will be held at
the same locations and times on the following make-up dates:
January 15 in Mankato and January 16 in Delavan and Mapleton.

• Blue Earth County Library, 100 East Main Street, Mankato,
MN 56011

Meeting Information

• Muir Library, 36 Main Street N, Winnebago, MN 56098

• Public meetings start on time. Arrive a few minutes early so you
have time to sign in, pick up materials, and ﬁnd a seat.
• Attendees will have the opportunity to offer oral and/or written
comments into the record.
• Department of Commerce staff will preside over the meeting.
Department staff, as well as staff from Xcel Energy and ITC
Midwest LLC, will be available to answer questions about the
project and the process.
• Each meeting will offer the same information and opportunity
to comment.
• Each meeting will last until everyone at the meeting has had
an opportunity to speak.
• Comments received at the meetings and during the comment
period will be used to develop the ﬁnal EIS for this project.

• North Mankato Taylor Library, 1001 Belgrade Avenue, North
Mankato, MN 56003

Please focus your comments on information that will help answer
the following question(s):
• What information needs to be clariﬁed or included in the draft
EIS to ensure that the ﬁnal EIS is complete and accurate?
Comment Period: Comments will be accepted through
Monday, January 28, 2019. Please include the docket numbers
(17-184 and 17-185) in all communications.
U.S. Mail: Ray Kirsch, Environmental Review Manager
Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East, Suite 280
St. Paul MN 55101
Email:
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
Online:
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities
Fax:
651-539-0109
Important: Comments will be made available to the public,
except in limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota
Government Data Practices Act. Personally identifying information
is not edited or deleted from submissions.

Draft EIS Availability
The draft EIS can be viewed on the Department’s website:
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities. Select “Transmission
Lines” and then select “Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission 345 kV
Transmission Line Project.”
It can also be viewed through the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission’s website: http://mn.gov/puc. Select “eDockets,” enter
the year (“17”) and the docket number (“184” or “185”), and then
select “Search.”
The draft EIS will be available for viewing at the following public
libraries:

• Mapleton Public Library, 104 1st Avenue NE, Mapleton, MN 56065

Print copies of the draft EIS will be available for review at the public
meetings. A limited number of electronic copies of the draft EIS will
also be available.

• Department of Commerce Website: http://www.mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities
• Full Case Record. See all documents ﬁled in these dockets via the Commission’s website,
http://www.mn.gov/puc. Select “eDockets,” enter the year (“17”) and the docket number
(“184” or “185”), and then select “Search.”
• Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities
to participate. Contact docketing.puc@state.mn.us, 651-201-2204, with the docket numbers
(17-184, 17-185), your name, mailing address, and email address.
• Subscribe to the Dockets. To receive email notiﬁcations when new documents are ﬁled in the
project dockets, go to the Commission’s website, http://www.mn.gov/puc, select “Subscribe,”
and follow the prompts.

Project Contacts
• Public Utilities Commission Public Advisor
Charley Bruce – publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us, 651-201-2251 or 1-800-657-3782
• Public Utilities Commission Energy Facilities Planner
Tricia DeBleeckere – tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us or 651-201-2254
• Department of Commerce Environmental Review Manager
Ray Kirsch – raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us, 651-539-1841 or 1-800-657-3794
• Applicant Contacts
Thomas Hillstrom – thomas.hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or 1-855-839-8865
Tim Tessier – ttessier@itctransco.com or 515-639-3327

Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Transmission Line Project
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• Make necessary modiﬁcations to the existing Wilmarth and Huntley
substations to accommodate the new 345kV transmission line.
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Xcel Energy and ITC Midwest LLC indicate that the proposed project is
needed to relieve congestion on the electric transmission grid in
southern Minnesota and northern Iowa.
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Process Information
In order to construct the proposed Huntley to Wilmarth project, Xcel
Energy and ITC Midwest LLC must obtain two approvals from the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) – a certiﬁcate of
need and a route permit.
Department Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff is
responsible for conducting environmental review for certiﬁcate of need
and route permit applications submitted to the Commission. EERA staff
has prepared the above-noted EIS to meet these responsibilities.
The EIS evaluates the potential human and environmental impacts of
the project and possible mitigation measures, including routing
alternatives. Additionally, the EIS evaluates potential alternatives to
the project itself. The EIS does not advocate or state a preference for a
speciﬁc routing alternative, or for an alternative to the project. The EIS
analyzes and compares potential impacts and mitigation measures
such that citizens, local governments, agencies, and the Commission
can work from a common set of facts. The EIS is issued in draft form so
that it can be improved through public comment.
Public hearings regarding the project will be held in the project area
the week of January 28, 2019, and will be presided over by Administrative Law Judge Barbara J. Case from the Ofﬁce of Administrative
Hearings. Notice of the hearings will be issued separately. Interested
persons will have an opportunity at the hearings to ask questions,
provide comments, submit evidence, and advocate for the route(s) that
they believe are most appropriate for the project. An evidentiary hearing will be held in St. Paul, Minn., the week of February 4, 2019.
Judge Case will submit a report to the Commission which includes
ﬁndings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations on the
certiﬁcate of need and route permit applications. The Commission will
use the report in deciding whether to grant a certiﬁcate of need and
route permit for the project.
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Xcel Energy and ITC Midwest LLC propose to:
• Build approximately 50 miles of new 345 kV transmission line from
the Wilmarth substation in Mankato, Minnesota to the Huntley
substation, near Winnebago, Minnesota.
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Submit Comments

• Lake Crystal Public Library, 100 E Robinson Street, Lake Crystal,
MN 56055

How to Learn More
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