
Huntley-Wilmarth Transmission Line
Project Update

On July 17, 2018, the Minnesota Department of Commerce issued the
scoping decision for the environmental impact statement (EIS) that will be
prepared for the Huntley-Wilmarth project. The scoping decision describes 
the routing alternatives that will be analyzed in the EIS. The scoping decision
is based on public comments received at the four public meetings held in the
project area in the spring and a public comment period.

The map inside depicts the routing alternatives being studied in the EIS. You
can view more detailed maps on the project website: huntleywilmarth.com.
You can also view detailed maps on the Department of Commerce’s website:
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities. 

Permitting Process – Public Involvement
There will be several more opportunities for public comment and dialogue,
including public meetings and public hearings. The draft EIS will be published
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Huntley-Wilmarth
Transmission Line Project
Background

Project Benefits
The Huntley-Wilmarth project will provide
several local and regional benefits
including:

•    Relieving congestion on the
transmission grid 

•    Increasing transmission capacity to
deliver low-cost energy to customers

•    Supporting new generation
development, including renewable
energy

•    Increasing property tax revenues for
local governments

Xcel Energy and ITC Midwest LLC are proposing to build the Huntley-Wilmarth project, an
approximately 50-mile, 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission line in southern Minnesota. The transmission
line would connect Xcel Energy’s Wilmarth Substation, north of Mankato, and ITC’s Huntley
Substation, south of Winnebago. The Huntley-Wilmarth project will reduce congestion on the
transmission grid in southern Minnesota and northern Iowa and deliver low-cost electricity from
generation facilities, including wind farms in the area, to consumers. View a map of proposed
routes inside, and updated information on the project above.
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SCOPING DECISION ISSUED – ADDITIONAL ROUTE SEGMENTS ADDED

in December 2018. Public meetings concerning the draft EIS will be held in
January 2019. Public hearings will also be held in the project area in early
2019. Landowners will receive notice of public meetings and hearings when
the dates are finalized. The Huntley-Wilmarth project requires two approvals
from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission), a certificate of
need and a route permit. The Commission will determine whether the project
is needed and, if it is needed, the route for the project. Commission decisions
on the project are anticipated in summer 2019.   

All project documents are available on the Commission’s eDockets website:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp. Select “17” in the year
field and enter “184” in the number field for the certificate of need or “185”
in the number field for the Route Permit. Then click on “search.” Project
documents are also available on the Department of Commerce’s website:
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities.
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Permitting Schedule (subject to change)

Certificate of need and route permit applications filed with Commission                                                          January 2018

Informational and scoping meetings (public meetings and comment period)                                                   Spring 2018

Draft environmental impact statement issued                                                                                                        December 2018

Public meetings on draft environmental impact statement (public meetings and comment period)             January 2019

Public hearings (public hearings and comment period)                                                                                        January/February 2019

Anticipated Commission decisions                                                                                                                           Summer 2019

Comments and Questions
If you have questions or comments about the project please contact:

Ray Kirsch
Minnesota Department of Commerce
Environmental Review Manager
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
651-539-1841

Charley Bruce
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
Public Advisor
publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us
651-201-2251

You can also view detailed project maps at huntleywilmarth.com. You can reach Xcel Energy and ITC project representatives by calling our 
toll-free number 1.855.839.8865 or by sending an email to huntleywilmarth@xcelenergy.com.


